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The young men know them, and often choose for
themselves. There is no family arrangement, no
formal proposal of marriage; the villagers are too
poor for there to be any question of a dowry.
And yet the villager makes a clear distinction be-
tween marriage and what he calls concubinage. In
the former the woman is recognised by his and her
families as his wife; almost invariably she is openly
taken to his house, and there is a procession and
feasting on the wedding day: in the latter the woman
Is never publicly recognised as a wife. Marriage is
considered to be more respectable than concubinage,
and in a headman's immediate family it would be
more usual to find the women "recognised" wives
than "unrecognised" wives. And though in the ordi-
nary village life the "unrecognised" wife is as com-
mon as, or even more common than, the "recog-
nised" wife, and is treated by all exactly as if she
were the man's wife, yet the distinction is under-
stood and becomes apparent upon formal occasions.
For instance, a woman who is living with a man as
his "unrecognised" wife cannot be present at her
sister's wedding. When a man takes a woman to
live with him in this informal way, the arrangement
is, however, regarded as in many ways a formal one,
a slightly lower form than the recognised marriage.
The man and the woman are of the same caste